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The emphasis on’ the development of basic skills, in the primary grades has
a tendency, to leave'little time in the. curriculum for social studies in-
struction. A social studies learning center environment will make legrning
experiences in this area possible throughout the entire day. Two pages
from a social studies extbook have been expanded into seventeen learning
statipns. adapted to the various abilities of second grade students.’ For
each <Jearning station an instructional objective i% stated. In this study
unit on weather.experiences for the student are provided in each area of | ~
the curricutum. The areas incluyded are reading, mathematics, sciente,
art, music, and oral expression. Besides descriptions of each station, “«
suggestions for the initiation of the unit and, classroom organization L
procedures are provided. Th#s unit has been, used successf&{li,ig*§eyeral
classrooms. ' ’ R I

< Introduction o - ' -
This unit of study has been prepared for children in a éécond_gradé'c}ass: i}t
G room in Mzdesto. The textbook used in the classroom is Yoices of Life,_ . :
Book Two,% published by Stone Educational Publications. Pages twelve and. _, i
EQ- thirteen from the text served as fhe basis for thie development of this  ~
package. R : T .
o~ . R L o0, .
g‘ Theme of Voices of Life, Book Two - ' T e - P
Ig\As man progresses from infancy to old age, he encounters chal]éhgiﬁg o
U) developmental tasks. In every culture, man needs the help of others.in °
meeting these challenges, . N
- L1 ' . J
< Concepts Developed in this Unit . : .o
1. Man's physical environment has an effect upon-his health.. - '~ . S
‘ 2. People change their way of living to meet climatic conditions. . e e

- .
. N : . “
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. Instructwnal Grgamz;tmn of this Unit o .

T. Groupmgs ' * ? ‘ oo _’*’4

. '_ - b. Learning Center expenences

. .2. lanstructor-plus ‘total group ot . ;
b.' Instructor plus small Wgrow ’ : -
- ¢.. Small group minus mstrur.tor : .
- 4. Individual * ) : .
- lnsimctor p%us mdnndual ' ) ‘
2. Actni;lt'ies
" ali Total groUp learning expe’mences

3
.

TS . . A
. - -

Ratmna]e for Tota'l Gmup Instructmn

-

"'3:'Dermnstrat1on of learmng

-~

Smce second grade studens are in the process of developing cogmt‘?ve

‘ skills, it ié neressary to do some direct teathing for input in thesccvent
area. Total group 'tnstruction seems to be the most expedient method fo

this purpose. Furtflermore, social studies, as its name suggests, involves -
development of social {group) processes. ‘The totai group lends itself well .
to discussion, problem solving and. the sh‘anng of.ideas. And, lastly¢ in- .
struction in directions and ,orgamzatmn is a profitable tota] group ° ¢

. ‘actnn'ey

< b

‘Ra.tlonale for Learmng Cex;ﬁr *Experiences - '_ . e .

In addatwn to tota] group instruction, the use of learnifig statmns is, ) » ,
necessary fo encourage individual and small group activities. A leammg .

center environment develops responsibility for learnifig in the student,
He is allowed choice but-is responsible for carrying through a task -and
recording his achievements. Learning station activities, also, meet the,

-needs - of individual léarsers in that tasks can be multizlevel and paced
for the ability of the student. Many types of activities such as graphing
and art a"ctnntxes .are. mom éffethe as small group activities, -

-

. .

szes of Leamag Astlvrhes in th1s Unit

3

In the p’reparat‘ron of thiswmt, Fraenkel's suggestions for types of

.learping activities havebeen impleménted.” Fraenkel's types of learning

activities are: . .
1. Intake of. information : .~ '
a. _ Stations 51_ 2, 3,3, 5,7, and}u are pmman\y this type of . .,

) acthty.
b The total group 1nstructw;c mn also pmtde thzs kfnd of actnnty.

)

2. brgamzﬁtmn of 1nformat1on & .
Jeoa, Stations #5, 6, and 8 are concemed mth ?is' type of act_jvity. ) N

4

) a, Stations #9, 11, 12, 13, 14, and TS can be used for evaluation,
- -b. ,The sharing of 1deas in the total group prov1des opportunity for

this type activity. E ] . . .

4. Se]f Expression -

N a. Statwns $10°, 16, and 17 prov1de opportumties for\self expression. -

* * L PR
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"Goals and lnstruchonal 0b3ectwes ) .

‘ Each station in the }eammg center has a Specrhc instructional objective. o
However, the instructor should keep in mind those long range goals which
he/she is attempting to help children achieve. . . - ¢
1. The student will gain in self contml as eyidenced by his abﬂ1ty to

work independently. X . .

2. The student will develop group dwareness as ev1¢enced by his consideration
and concern for his fellew students. - > -

A 4

¢ _ SIATIONS INCLUDED IN LEARmnG CENTER

£} Filmstrip Station -

Instructional .Objective:. After watching the filmstrip, the student will :
be able to cite three sources of weather in-
formation. -

Materials: : ' < ;
Task card - .

- Small viewing screen 1 e ) i
KS-C-15046 Good Health Habits - or other available filmstrip.

~ Procedure: ' , o i :
. -1. Limit centér to five children. ’
- 2. Task card includes questions about the fﬂmstnp for the chﬂdnen s :

\ . - to answer. \
3. Teacher meets with group to discuss fﬂmstnp (about 5 mnutes)’ . .

£2 '‘Book Station

-

Instructional Objective: Given a variety of books, the student will be
‘ able to choose one and itemize one thing he!
has learned from thesbook.

Materials: -
Task card
3 x 5 cards ’
~-  This station should include at least 15 books.of various r'eading Tefels,
The books may deal with all aspects of weather such as;.children's s
experiences in different types of weather, descriptions of the four #;

o, seasons, clouds, rain, wind and methods of measuring the weather. Th
Voices of Life,Book Two? contains a bibliography. Local libraries ha
an arrpl?’s_upmy ot these types of books.

A

-

o E

Procedure: i
: 1. Children read a book of their chmce and record the ‘necessary ‘in-
o formation on a 3 x 5 card. )
. - 2. During total group discussions, tﬁﬂdren shoutd be encouTraged to,
. ) share their-experiences at the Book Statien. C
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- 1 #3 Reading Station
’ Instructional Objective: 6iven a reading selection, the student will be .
ab1é€ to read it and answer a given set of
questions.
Materials: " ' ‘ e _ -
2 task cards 5 ) . - I .
Around the Corner” - 4 copies, pages 1132126
. From Fins to Feathers/ - 4 copies, pages 80-85 oy ..
Tt v T Paper e e T

Ouestwns about each story

-

Procedure: ‘

1. Hork can be completed at station or seats.

2. Children read selected story and answer questions.
3. Children put papers in their folders.
4,

Teacher calls up a group of 7 or 8 children pemodmaﬂy to d1scuss
_their readmgs

£4 Listening Post Station

b_Ins.tructional Objective: Upon hearing a recording of various weather sounds,
the student will be able to 1dent1fy the t_ype of 7 i
weather with the sound. .

Materials: . : .-
Tape cassette player i . .
" Head Sets ) i
A teacher made tape including eight clues describing various types of weather.
The clues may be rain, thunder, children splashing ‘iﬁ?‘%ﬁﬁ?ﬁmmu,
> a dialogue of people p]anmng a pu:mc, a football(game sleighbells,

Christmas song stc. N
Paper folded in 8 par*ts ‘ .

.Crayons ‘5

‘. \ .
<\ - s - . .
Procedure: - \ " '
, 1. Limit to 4 students : C > §
2. Listen to record thrag times . . (\z ) J/
" 3. HRupgber the sounds on paper . 7
4. : .
5

Draw the type of weather in each box

Replay the recording and check answers

55 Radio News Statton _ o

Instructional Objeqtive:ﬂThe student will be abTe to listen to a radiq
: weather broadcast and-record the weather dn

,r Modesto and Anchorage, Alaska.. -
. ' : ‘1

~ Materials: .
’ Task card . , .

Radio . L ) *

Notebook . . : ,

l} . ’ ,’ ! . ' , ‘ . ‘.
- ¢
, .5
£




Procedure

Post two students' names datly

Students"listen to report at 10 o ‘clock -
Students keep record in small notebook

After two weeks, the teacher will work with a selected group on
graphing a comparison of the two areas recorded This comparison
will be shared with the total group. i

Jth-—'

6 Vocabulary Statlon . C s

¢ p——— - ——— -

Instruct:onal 0b3ect1ve, The student w111 be‘able to use each word 1zsted'
~verbaT1y or in a wr1tten _sengence. .

IR - . L .- . -
Materials: o o et
. Task card : S
- Picture atlas ] .
- Dictionaries - a variety-

Paper

Pro : : ' :
1. Ahe words weather, climate, season, and clothes will be posted.
2. /Children will record definition and use each word in a sentence.

3.7 During total group meetings, children will «be asked to use these

words in a sentence.

#] What Shall I wear Station

Instrug;ianéT’EB}gg;;;e: Given a doll to dress; the gtudent will be able
7 ) to choose att1ne and dress the doll in the outfit
e e —= 1% that day.
T .. ~ .
7 Materials: L . ‘
Task card . . ' ~‘ ~ :

Bulletjn board
2 ]argq.paper dolls -
An assortment of clothes (made from scraps of material)

Pins . - . -
Procedure :
1. The two dolls will be mounted on a bulletin board

2. A students name will be posted by each do11.- PR
3. The student will choose attire and dress the doll.
4. The students will be encouraded to decorate the bulletin board

daily with items such as sun, clouds, rain, etc.

48 Temperature Station

Instructional Objective: The student will be able to read an outdoors
‘ . thermometer and record his readings on a bar N

4 - ' graph

Materials:
Task card
Outdoor thermometer .
° Large graph .
Individual graph paper

I




Procedure: - ~ N
1. A student's name wilj-be posted each day, .
- 2. A time is established by the greup to read thermometer and
written on the group chart. .
3. Designated student reads thermometer and records on the graph.
-4 Students WIII be encouraged to keep individual graphs. o

£9 Heather News Station . o -i' )
Instrugtioﬁai Objeef%ge szen a newspaper, the Student will be able to

. locate artitles pertaining o the weather and

e ; post on a group-chart. -~ ° -

" Materials: -
Task card ‘ :
Newspaper {dailys)
Chart for display

Scissors . o s
Procedure: R

1. Limit station_ to 2 students daily.

2. Student selects a weather article. . -
¥ 3. Student posts article-on chart.

4. Time should be allowed for student to share 1nformat1on with

total group. \ . .-

\

210 Hrite 2 Story Station'\: I K -

Instructional Obje;ziwe;_a81ven a story starter, the student will be able
: to write a story containing his feelings about

- . a particular kind of weather. A
Materi%ls: . ‘ . :
Task card - . ", .
Story starters - . -
Paper .
* Procedure:

1. During total group activity, students should be encouraged to
verbalize feelings about the weather.

2. Students should be introduced to this station only after 5 days

.. work in unit. (Important -*in order to insure success, the -
students need an opportunity to develop ideas about weather.)

3. Stories could be gathered 'into a class book to share with other

—_— . ——

school groups. . , —_

#11 Season Game R .

Instructional Objective: Given a group of words, the student-will be able
) to read them and classify according to the four
.~ Seasons.
[ S ' - B -

(@]




-\ Materials: r )
- @ - Taskcard _ 2 . L .
- Directions for game o . T ) o ,
S Gape materials ... . T . s . o0 ’

Procedure. )
1., This station should be used by chmce by the student,s. : —~
23 A student may participate fiore than once.

3 Teache.r will oversee game with first fou{ students and then encourage -

>

thgse students to teach others. ! _ oy . i
_£12 ¥hat An I Domg Station  : . - v : . .
’ Instructiona]-Objectlve: Given pictures of people in various attire; the - .

student will be able to determine the role of
the person by his attire.

A aterials:
- - Task card 6 ]
: Book - Clothes From Head to Toe; Page'4,5 " /
' Pictures numbered on page “of book - *
Paper , . :

Procedure: . )
1. Book is displayed open. W"F
. 2. Chitd writes on paper what he thinks each- person is doing,. ..
. 3. The chi)d unable to write should work verbally with the teacher. - ot

4. Child keeps paper in his folder until teacher works with, h1m . N
h . ~

#13 Hot - Cold - Wet - Dry Statwn

Instructional Objective! Given a set of p1ctures of clothes, the student
' will be able to c]assrfy them as to the suitahle
climate. - .

x

Materials: ° R ) - " ' ) -7
Task card . 6 .
Book - Clothes From Head to Toe,, page 11 . ‘ -

.Drawing paper .
Crayons . : , . NS

. ' Procedure: - L - - =
1: Limit station, to two students .- _ Te- Lo
2. Display book oper’to page 11 1_ , «- o \

3. Students draw d1sp1ayed attire
* 4: Then each item is labeled by student either hot - cold - wet or dry \
. 5. Papers should be shared periodically

#14.Health Book Station ' : o . \

.,instructiqna] Objectives: a. After readmg page 42'and 43 of the hea]th'
: book, the student will, be able to list one

‘ ' reason for illness and one way to prevent
’ illness. =~ ° =

b. 'After reading pages 62, 63, and 64 of the *

' ~ ,health booky the student will be able to answer

Q . questions as to what to wear in specific weather
8 conditions.
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y fﬂaterials:
' Task card "a" and “b"

°  Books - 3 or 4: Health 2,2 Task “a* pages 42-43, and Task "b™ pages .62-63 ‘
¢ Paper ST T :

*

«
- Vel v e 5 ~ ©
- - - ’

Pracedure ) . o L
1. Studept may choose task “a®.or "b". - ) . L
2. Student reads &esvgnated pages and answers 11sted questions. .
+° 3. Student keeps paper in folder ‘and teache calls up.a small group N
. » to discuss work. - S& T ’

e o L . :c

-
-

- *

—-— #15 Four Season Picture Station

Instruetional'objectiVe. Given a group of pactures, the student will be . -«

~ abte 'to soFt into groups according to. thé four
seasons. .

* Materials: g ‘
Task card . i ' )
Folder dtvided into four sections and 1agsleé; Fall, Winter, Spring, Summer
Group of pictures N .
YMagazines - : A _ .
Procedure: . - . o ~
1. Lipit to two children

/(TZ&Z. Chlldren\take pictures and place in folder according to seasons
3. Magazines are available for children to add to collection of pictures X
4. Teacher will listen to children explain their choices . .

416 Mural Station

Instructional Objective: The student will be able to assist in the making
* of a mural depicting trees during each of the
seasons. .

.'// Materials: - ) ) ‘ L ‘

L
. .

Task card ‘ ) 4
~ Butcher paper-- LT - . ‘

' Bulletin board ' . . . .

Pink crepe-paper, green, red orange, yellow, and red’ constructlon ‘paper
Brown paint

- . Film - F 7]8 Seasons of the Year” - or ofher available f]]m

-

Procedure:

1. Secondﬂday éf work on the unit, show film to total group

"Think" circle d1scu551on of the way trees looP in Winter, Spring,
Summer, Fall

2
< 3. Motjvation to meke a_mural of .trees :
4. Teacher prepares bulletin board in this manner:

»

LY

. ) — ‘ \ ' : - . .

. y. ) : : . . Cos

.'.,‘ * ) 4,. ’ . . ‘ ".
A ]

FALL - [ WINTER | SPRING SUMMER |

=
Q
W
Ne)
»
»

o,
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#17 Paintlgg Station

5. Class chooses painters for trunks of trees, oL
6. Each day, four g11?ﬁng students designated ?b work on mural.

{
¥

k3

Instroct%onal Objective: Given art materials, the student will be able to

painta picture. dep1ct1ng a particular type of
weather. .

Materials: ] ‘:—.“ -,

Task card ‘ R
To» Art mater1a1 - poster pa1nts and paper h ] .
or . .
water color and paper ¢

b, LR PN -

.

Supp]ementa] Mater1als Ava11ab1e

Procedure:
1. L1m1t station to the number. of places ava11ab1e .
2. A place should be made available to d1sp1ay pictures.

Aud1o-V1sua1 Materials;
Whatever the weather3
What is Weather?
Seasons of the Year?
Materials may be substituted according to availability.

Songs and Records - Exploring Musjc, Book 2. o
Rainy Day - page 69 . )
The Hist and A1l --_page 75 > .

Sleigh Ride-"- page 93 ) : } L

Jack Frost - page 112 . L

Rain Song - page 126 ) -
Poem - The Garden Year -_page 1573 L

i

Winter'is Over - page 159 ..

-

0rgan1zat1on of C]assroom

‘. r : B

- Environment : —— : .

~ A.classroom learning center envirdnment can be organized “in.many ways

The teacher will have to adjust thgﬂplacement and use of the learning
stations to the space and arrangem of _the classroom. In a large room
stations may be placed on tables in one area. Each station must be clearly

-defined. However; most’'rooms do not have this space se the stations could

be arranged on shelves by the windows and at\various places around the room.
It is somgtimes convenient to put all of thélnater1als for a station in a

- box that can be carried to a student's desk for use. Each station must have
.a task card. A task card is a sét of directions for the use of the station.

£

These directions must include; a 1ist of materials necessary for the taak,
the procedure for accomplishment of the task, provision for placement of .
student’s product and suggestions for maintenance of the station. The reading
level of the students should be taken into account when preparing a task card.
Some teachers develop task cards using a rebus to convey ideas.

s\ Lo
\ .
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Sample task card roL o oo )
b . / : e . -
' #10 Write a Story Station - - - , ' .
Mater1a75- peﬁti], paper, stony,léterter. o
" aad > J
1o D0: 1., Choose a starter o
2. Write a story. S
; " 3. Put your story iny r folder
‘ © " 4. Clean,up:the station!! -
! Recording of Student Activitiei,>' : - ' , . ~

The 1nV1d1V1dua1 record1ng of tasks by students is an 1mportant aspect
of the learning center approach. Each student will receilde a contract with
an area for each station, In this particular unit, every $tudent .is expected
to complete the first ten stations. However, this need not be accomplished
B . sequentially. As a student completes a station, he wilT-color in that sta--
tion on his contract. The student will ,also be provided with a folder to
" hold his contract and papers. -The folder will be color coded as to boys
and g1rls for easy access. These folders will be stored.im a rack. . .

>

Suggestions to the Teacher - N - .

N . -~
PR . e

Initiation of This Unit

. o . ,
First day: Arrange students in the "th?;E’::;;Je Pass but Voices of - *
Life, Book 24 . Study together pages 12, 13. Use qyestmns.sueﬁ as: - ‘

what is the’ baby wearmg7 What 1is the Jacket made of7 Does anyone
-.know the.name of that kind of Jacket? Do you have a parka? In
what kind of weathaf would you wear a parka? Do you think the baby
lives in_Modesto?". Wny? - Does.hé’a]ways wear the parka? Arerthere - .,
times Tn'Modesto that we cou]d use a parka? How do you we know what .
to wear? - . . .o - 5
Continue in° this manner a]ibwing,a11 responses. Then“Eﬁbgest to the c]ass
> that you. have prepared many 1nterest1ng activities to help them learn about
weather and climate. Show three of fouf statjons with careful explanation .
of their use. Introduce folder, andwaliow children to decorate and,p]ace in S

rack. .. - . _ v a

Second ‘day: Teach a weather song. Then show a selected film on weather‘ ,

~ Discuss film and show three or- four\more stations with careful explanation S

" of their.use. Distribute contract$iand allow ch11dren to put.names_on them.. ~~ . .’
and place in their folders \ '

Third day: Read a short story aboUt the weather to the ch11dren Then )
review functioning of stations already exp]a1ned and <introduce” three,more. R Y- 2
Children should then be allowed to use statiops ofstheir choice for about: }*5‘ ’

- 15 minutes. Keep yourself.free for supervision of work-and recording. ::
Regroup in total grouyp and disScuss successes and fa1]ures of act1V1t1es.

Fourth _d_qy_. Assemble in’tatal group. “Introduce a few more” stations and P ‘
then disperse for Tearning Center activities. Once ggaln keep yourself ) K
free for careful supefvision.” After 20 mInutes of Tearn1ng center*act1v1t1es,a T
reassemble into total group and evaluate; act1V1t1es. _ Encourage shar1ng of . s

. ) . , 4 .
ERIC -~ " I 3
[Aruntex: provia c ‘ . v ’ % -

- . ‘e
[ . “ v, . o '5’.(_1,‘1
. Iy A - . ReAE
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learning experiences. . . . v

L
. Fifth day: Show film Seasons. 5f(the Year2 and deveIOp idea for Mural
. Station. +Continue introduction ot stat‘ﬁns ‘ -

Next week and until termination of th1s unit: Each day have a very

short discussion before d1spers1ng for 'learning center activities,. In
order to develop independence in the studenté, the teachers hould endeavor
406 lessen his role gf 4 supervisor, Durin the learning center activities,
the teacher should wbrk with various small/groups, checking contracts, .
work and concepts. Before terminating activities each day, the total

. -group should be assemjled to eva]uate the days activities and.to share
their exper1ences ‘ , - -

_%gigat1on of the Studenf s Learning:

1. Teacher obe2rvation of student's job performancefand att1tudes may be
used for evaluation. .

2., A test cou]d be used which would be given orally by 1he teacher and
responded to with paper and pe$c1l by the students. .

Questions for the test: l s
) - . '

a.” Fold paper in 4 boxes

b. Write the name of.a season in each box.

c. In each box draw the clething for that season.

~d.- On the back of the paper, draw or write three ways to f}nd out
about thé’weather .

e. Use the word "climate" in a sentence. RN

- f. Use the word "weather" in a segtence.

~
[x)
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